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INTRODUCTION 


This hand bock is primarily intended for the 
assistance of officers serving in the Manipur State. 

Its compilation is primarily due to the painstaking 
enquiries of Messrs W. ShaWj B. C. Gasper* L. L. Peters, 
Sub-divisional Officers of the State, and of Dr. J. If. 
Hutton, Director of Ethnology. Mr. J.C. Higgins, Political 
Agent in Manipur* has also given valuable advice. 

This manual, does not pretend to be exhaustive, and 
it has been printed in such a form as to enable officers 
to make their own additions. 

Examples of existing court practice in the matter 
of loans and oaths have been inserted, even ^ougb tbcie 
are not strictly speaking customs. 

1 should add a warning that this book is not 
intended to be a legal code. 


C. G, Crawford. 





Kuki Custom 


1. Inheritance 

Inheritance follows the male line, and no female has 
any right to claim property. 

If a Kuki has no male issue of his own, his property, 
including his right to claim marriage price, longman, &c., 
and his debts go to his eldest brother, or his eldest 
brother’s son, if the eldest brother, is dead, or failing 
brother, to the eldest of the nearest male line. 

BETUL 

1 

1 i 7 i i _ 

PATHONG PAOKAI KAIKHU PAOSAT 
LAMJAPAO PAKUL KHUPLAM. 

Pakul dies leaving no son, Pa thong becomes his 
next-of-kin, or if Pathong is dead, Lamjapao. 

If Lamjapao has died without male issue, Kaikhu 
and his sons inherit Pakul’s property. 
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The next-of-kin uf a woman is her father, or his 

heir. 



A woman J s husband cannot be her next-of-kin. 


2 Man at Manpi ^marriage price. Assamese Shadl 
Dam, Man, Mangkat) 

j This price is fixed by agreement between the 
Detracting parties. Normally a shelpu or female mithuiL 
f. paid as part of the first instalment of marriage price; 
Jie balance is usually paid gradually, and if the wife's 
ext-of-kin agrees, *any article of small value such as 

a bead, necklace etc. maybe taken to represent one or 
more mithuns or gongs. 


There is nominal tribal price for mangkat, and 
except in the case of chiefs, the following should be 
observed as the maximum amounts decreeaHe in exparte 
cases. 


u i Clan . 

¥ DONG^L * 
I SHITLHOUi 


Price. 

10 Mithons. 

7 Large gongs. 
2 Darkangs* 

7 Ear beads, 

2 Necklaces. 
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Clan. 


Price, 

SHINGSON 

15 

Mithuns, 

KlPGENf 

10 

Mithuns. 

HAOKIPJ 

2 

Gongs. 


2 

Necklaces, 


2 

Ear beads* 

CHONGLOl i 

7 

Mithuns, 

HANGSING) 

1 

Gong 


1 

Darkang. 


i 

Bead. 


l 

Necklace, 


The [price is according to the custom of the 
girl's dan* 

Lam Hiang Cbot Hla Man 

Lam Hiang Chot Hla Mao ^ 

or I (Price of losing 

j virginity*) 

Lam Hiang Hla Hla Man J 

The reduction by one or more mithun of marriage 
price of a widow or of a girl who has already become 
pregnant, 

The seducer himself can of course claim no 
reduction. 

The Mangkat of a widow at her Second marriage ■ 
is less than a girl's of a similar clan* 






3. Longman (Death price) Man, Saruman , Assamese, 
Hardi Dam . 

This is a customary due consisting of one mithun 
payable on the death of a male to the next-of-kin of 
the deceased’s mother, by the father of the deceased or 
his next-of-kin. When deceased is a woman, her next-of- 
kin claims from deceased's husband or his next-of-kin. 

The claimant to longman must kill a pig iu the 
presence of the man from whom longman is due, when 
he actually claims the longman. Until this pig is killed, 
no longman is due. 

Longman is not claimable in the case of death 
from Cholera, Leprosy, Yaws (Saihi), suicide, accidental 
death (Larasi), death in child-bid or battle. 

It is not claimable on the death of an unmarried 
woman, of a married woman who has not given 
birth to a mate child, or who is not survived by 
any descendants in the male line, or on the death of 
a bastard child which has not been taken over by its 
father. 


A ~ B C brother (next- 

| | of-kin ofB.) 

2' T T 4 

(daughter) 
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On B*s death, longman must be paid by A to C t 
or if C is dead to G. If A is dead, it must be paid 
by D, or F to C or his next-of-kin. 

ff E dies after bearing a legitimate sort, longman 
must be paid by her husband to A if he is stilt alive 
or to his next-of-kin, if A is dead. 


4. Changseo (basket of dhan) 

This is one load per household of the principal 
crop grown by the household. It must be paid to the 
chief after the crop has been reaped. The theory in 
this case is that the land on which any K_uki cultivates 
belongs to a chief. 

Changseo is not taken by the Haokip chiefs, 
who take Belpcng, a jar of zu t instead. 


5, Gammon (Land price). Man, Lamman* 

The price paid for land occupied by an 
immigram village to the ogiginal owner of the lands. 
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Gamman implies purchase outright arid carries with 
it the right of resale. 


6. Gamsan (Land hire) Man. Lamsan. 

Gamsan is a lump sum lease payment for land. 
Gamsan carries no right of sale but absolves the payer 
from Lousal Gamscm entitles a village to cultivate the 
land, for which Gatman is paid, rent free as long as 
that village remains in the vicinity. 


7. Gamneman (Land eating price). 

Gamneman (Man. Lousal) A periodic payment for 
fields cultivated by ao outsider. 

The unit of payment is the cutting of the jhum> 
and Lousal U claimable for each jhum cut. If no new 
land is cut, no Lousal is claimable in subsequent years. 
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8, Chalam (First death). 

’ This term denotes the first death in a family, (as 
defined below) and no Longman is claimable, when such 
death occurs. 

The family group of father, mother and children 
is the unit as far as Chalam is concerned. The first 
of these to die is Chalam s and no Longman is payable 
for him or her. 

When one of the children marries, he or she is 
regarded as leaving the family unit and forming a new 
one, provided children are born. 


9. Daman (divorce price) Assamese Charadam . 

This amounts to one mithun and is due from a 
husband who turns his wife out, without sufficient cause, 
to her next-of-kin. 

If a woman leaves her husband of her own free 
will, all marriage price paid, less Shumtan sha (the pig 
killed by the girl’s parents at the wedding), must be 
returned to (he aggrieved husband. 
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No return of Mangkat is claimable by a deserted 
husband in cases where there is no co-respondent, unless 
j he first goes to the woman’s bouse and kills a pig and 
a jar of zu in order to try and get her back- 

When the woman misbehaves all mangkat is returned 
plus one mithun maithi {migepnian adultery price) by co¬ 
respondent, against whom the decree should be given* 
to the wronged husband. 

If a widow living in her deceased husband’s house 
has a liaison with a stranger* maithi is payable even 
if no pregnancy follows, 

Mangkat is not returnable in this case, unless the 
deceased husband’s brother had nominally taken the 
woman to wife. 

* 

♦ 


j| 10* Dumditman Na (price of losing tobacco pouch) 

When a woman for whom no mangkat at all has 
yet been paid* dies without bearing a son* or after 
bearing a son who dies before be is married, one 
mithun is payable by the husband or next-of-kin, 
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If any mangkat at a]l has been paid, nothing 
further is claimable. 


11- In Bosnian (House dirtying price). 

Jf a man or woman dies-in the house of a 
stranger, the next-of- kin of the deceased must pay a 
pig and a jar of zu to the owner of the house. If 
he declines to pay this, and the matter comes to 
court, one mithun is claimable. 


12- In Than man (House or bed desecration price) 
or 

Jaikhun Than man, 

An amount of one mithun said to be claimable 
from a man who has sexual intercourse with a woman 
in another man’s house, provided the woman is not 
related to the owner of the house. This is the defi¬ 
nition in N, E. Manipur. Irv other parts In Than man 
is identical with In Bo'man. 
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13. Jalkhun Chon mao {bed changing price.) 

(a) When a widow marries a relative of her late 
husband, one mithun Jalkhun Chon man must be paid by 
the second husband to the widow’s next-of-kin, in addition 
to any of the original mangkat that has not been paid by the 
first husband. 

Jalkhun Chon man amounts to a compounded payment 
in place of a second mangkat: 

(b) When the second husband is the actual brother of 
the first, no Jalkhun Chon man is payable, as no change of 
bed has taken place. Any of the original mangkat remaining 
unpaid is payable as in (a). 


14, Jollei (seduction) 

This is a penalty of one mithun for making a girl preg¬ 
nant and then refusing to marry her. This must be paid 
by the paramour at the time the affair is brought to light. 
If he foregoes all claim to the child, nothing further is 
due from him; but if the paramour claims the child, (and 
this claim must be lodged at the time the question of Jollei 
is decided) one mithun Cha Va man (child maintenance 
price) must be paid by the paramour at the time he takes 
the child, / e. after it has been weane j* 








r"M|jf<r »,] T|I r f ^ipupPA 
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Cfta Fir/ /non can only be claimed by the girl’s party 
if she has fed the child for three years, or if the 
woman dies before the child has been completely weaned. 

If, after 3 years the child dies wihout the father having 
claimed it, Cha Va man may be demanded by the mother’s 
family. 

Except among the Haokips, a legitimate male child 
always takes precedence over a bastard. 

Among the Haokips, if the child, being a male, is taken 
over by the father, the child becomes the father’s next-of- 
kin, provided the father’s other legitimate male children arc 
all younger than the bastard. 


15, Kosa (Oeath rite) 

This is the animal killed by the next-of-kin when a 
burial ceremoney is performed and the funeral feast given. 
It varies from, a pig to a mithun, but these are only 
claimable in court in exceptional circumstances, e*g* when a 
man has been accidentally killed. 



16, Lutom Laishui (man's bead cloth and woman's waist 
band), , ~ 

These were originally cloths for the father and mother 
of a bride, presented by the bridegroom at the time of his 
marriage. 

Nowadays Re 1/- has been substituted for the father's 
Lutom, and Rs. 2/- for the mother's LaishuL 

A woman can claim Laishui in person—probably this 
is the only claim which a Thado woman may make on 
account of property. 


1^* Mangkang (price taken by best friend or distant 
relation.) 



This is one mithun or its equivalent, and should be paid 
by a bridegroom to the uncle or best friend of his bride’s 
next-of-kin. In order to get this mithun, the recipient must 
kill three pigs, and he must make a prensent (known as 
Sumken) of beads or similar articles to the bride. 
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If the uncle or best friend dies before receiving the 
mithun and before at least one pig has been killed, no claim 
lies against the bridegroom or his- next-of-kin* 

The first pig is usually killed on the day the mithun or 
its equivalent is made over. 


IS, Noitui Chan man ( Jonman )* 

This amounts to one mithun, and is payable by a man 

* 

marrying a widow, who has not returned to her own next- 
of-kin after her husband's death; but has remained in the 
deceased’s house or lived with his relatives. 

The mithun must be paid to the next-of-kin of the de¬ 
ceased husband* N Noitui Chan man is claimable if the 
woman has returned to her- next-of-kin. 

Noitui Chan man has nothing to do with the payment of 
Mangkat , which is fixed separately. 

The second marriage price of a widow will always be 
at least one mithun less than her first marriage price (See 
Lamhlang Chot Hla Man). 
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The second marriage price is payable to the 
first husband s next-of-kin, if the woman has not 
returned to her own relations in the interim. 

The first husband’s relatives are still responsible 
for any of the original mangkat that may remain 
unpaid, 


19. Shamal (Hind leg of an animal) Man. 

Shaphei. 

The right hind Jeg of all game killed must 
be given to the chief of the village to which 
the killer belongs, It makes no difference on whose 
land the game is actually killed. 

The penalty for failure to pay Shamal is one 
mithun. 


20. Shating (Chine) Man. Shayang. 

This is payable by the younger brother’s branch 
of a family to the elder brother’s for all wild animals 
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or mithun killed Penalty for non-paynfeift, ««« 
mithun. 


21. Shangong (neck) Man. Shangak, 

This portion of game or mithun killed £t gennas 
is due to the next-of-kin of the mother of the killer. 
(It is not as important as Shating.) Shangong and 
Shantal are not both payable to a chief by a single 
individual. The Shamal is waived when Shayang 
is due to the chief.- Penalty for non-payment, one 
mithun. 


22. Sho* mail, \ ,* . » k 

Chengchaman J ^ 

This is one mithun per slave, including the whole 
of liis household family. 

Sho* is a slave living in his owner’s house, 
Chengcha, a slave living in his own house ? whether 
this be situated in his owner’s or in a different village* 







A Sho’s mangkat is paid for him by his owner* 
who enjoys the mangkat of the Sho*s daughter or 
other female relatives* in return. 

A Cheng cha pays his own Mangkat and his in ester 
is only entitled to Skating (The owner of a Sho ’ is also 
of course entitled to Skating.) 

A man will sometimes become the Chengcha of 
a big chief in pursuit of social ambitions ; he may also 
become a Chengcha to satisfy a money debt which be 
cannot repay* 

When a case concerning the release of a Chengcha 
comes up, it is usually correct to give a decree for the 
money debt incurred by the Chengcha , in addition to 
the release price of one mithun. 

In the case of Ska's release, the amount of work 
he has done for his owner may usually be set off against 
the money debt originally incurred by the Sho ’ ; but each 
case must be decided on its merits, and no hard and 
fast rule can be laid down. 

Both Sho ’ and Chengcha are hereditary conditions, 
but a son may release himself by either (1) the usual 
process of release as described, (2) by disclaiming all 
property left by his father. 
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\ 23, Shum Kao Sat Tan man (money belt cutting price.) 

This is the fine claimable on breach of promise 
by the girl's party and is one mithurb The mithun is 
claimable from the girl’s parents or next-of-kin. 

When the breach of promise is on the part of the 
man, it is called Joutnan . The penalty is one mithun. 


* 


24. To If he (Ground clearing) 

This is a fine consisting of a jar of zu and a pig 
due from a man drawing blood in a village affray. This 
fine goes to the chief and elders. 

It would also be payable in the case of rape or 
serious offence, 

? This penalty is independent of any claim that the 

injured party may be entitled to lodge. 

j If each side in a fight draws blood, the aggressor 

pays an additional fine in accordance with the chief’s 
deeisio*. 



is 


A man who causes an accidental death must 
►ay one mithun and one black cloth on account of 
leceased’s Kosa s to the next-of-kin. 


\ 5 . Va* man (maintenance price) Man. 

Chayokman Assamese Pah Dam . 

One inithun is payable for maintaining a house¬ 
hold (or on individual) For any length of time. 


16, Lamkai (Hoad ‘using). 

Payment of Re. 1/- by the purchaser for each 
lead of cattle to the chief when the cattle are sold 
>ut of the village. 


11 . Shel Kot Kai (Pasturing of cattle) 

Re. I/- paid by seller to the chief for each head 
3f cattle sold out of the village. 






2S. Khottm (Free labour)* 


One day free labour for the chief given by one 
person from each household. 

The Tempu and blacksmith have similar claims which 
may vary in amount. . 



29. Tom man (corpse covering price). 

A doth called Pondum or Rs> 3/- payable by the hus¬ 
band on the death of the man eating Mangkat to the wife’s 
next-of-kin. 


30. Naopa Sum San (younger brother^ present). 

Rs. 5/- or less paid by a bridegroom to the younger 
brothers of his bride’s next-of-kin. Naopa Sum San claims 
should be admitted in court. 
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31. faddy loans Man. Phousan * 

Each case must be dealt with on its merits, but Phoudoi 
(paddy interest) should never exceed 50%. 

No interest is claimable for Lousal or SansaL ' ■ 


32* Money loans. 

The maximum interest admissible is 100% after one 
year. 

* 

More than double the principal can never be claimed. 


33. Sukai (Carrying off of a—). 

A sum of Rs. 4/- paid by the bridegroom to the chief 
of his bride’s village, when the marriage takes place. 

It is only paid by ShUhlous and others cannot claim it 

in court* 
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For purposes of Sukat, a man of another clan may 
require Shithlou rights by killing a pig and a jar of zu in the 
house of a Shithlou chief. 


34. Migration does (Assamese, Polawa Dam.) 

When a man migrates without having obtained the 
consent of his chief, the crops, standing or reaped, and the 
house, go to the chief. 

The crops must have been grown on the chief’s land. 

Wet rice crops may not be taken by the chief. 


35. Diving Oaths. 

Both parties repeat their claim standing in water about 
breast deep. On a given signal the disputants sink simul¬ 
taneously. 

The first man ooming up loses. Even if the smallest 
portion of a contestant, such as hair or foot, breaks the 
surface of the water, that contestant loses. 


/ 
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36 . Thefts, 

Certain thefts are more serious than others, and for 
these the tribal penalty is one mithun. 

Examples are;— 

Theft of a nest of a donesh (Vakul) Toucan (Vaphol) 
or of the hawk known as Mu Van Lai , 

Theft from a basket inside a house* 

Theft of an animal or bird caught in another man’s trap, 

a 

Theft of a bee-hive. 



D/P&S—No. 1880/9-3-84—TW/1,000-0/94-84. 












